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draw his troops. The President was pale but resolute. He and
Pilsudski had been friends of old, but latterly he had evinced
a tendency to the Right. He had given way to the Marshal about
Sikorski; he had made up his mind not to give way again. Pilsudski
replied that if he, the President, dismissed the Witos Government
he, Pilsudski, would see what could be arranged. But Wojcie-
howski stood firm—as did Pilsudski. The two men parted,
the President to organize the defence of Warsaw, and Pilsudski
to begin the attack,
GOVERNMENT RESISTS
From the PoniatowskiBridge, Wojciechowski went to the Radziwill
Palace, the residence of the Prime Minister, where the Cabinet
was in session. Having informed the Government of what had
occurred, the President exhorted his Ministers to do their duty—
they had thought of resigning—and drove off to the Belvedere,
after bidding them let him know what was going on. The Govern-
ment issued a proclamation to the nation, decreed martial law,
and decided to resist at all costs. Rozwadowski, an opponent of
Pilsudski, was placed in command of the Government forces,
but these were considerably inferior in numbers to those led
by the Marshal, who at the outset had gained a strategical advan-
tage in securing the bridgeheads. Rozwadowski's first step was
an effort to get possession of them, and fighting began early in
the evening of May 12, but the attack was repulsed, and Pilsudski's
troops marched into the centre of the city. The members of the
Government fled from the Radziwill Palace and betook themselves
to the Belvedere; the Government offices were occupied by the
Pilsudskists. A hot battle raged in the streets as the Government
forces slowly withdrew towards the Belvedere.
BATTLE OF THE STREETS
Next day, May 13, the fighting was renewed and for some hours
the issue hung in the balance. The Government received consider-
able reinforcements; its troops counter-attacked from the direction
of the Belvedere, and began pushing the Pilsudskists bad: to
the centre of the capital. The citadel troops, with their officers,

